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Tolerance 


By Clarence Edwin Flynn 


E SAYS that right is really wrong, 
And wrong is really right ; 

He claims the weakest thing is strong, 

The blackest object white ; 
Sweetness is bitter in its ken, 

And feathers adamant. 
I cannot see it so, but then 

We must be tolerant! 


He wants to scatter peril where 
The little children go ; 

He wants to flood life’s thoroughfare 
With bitterness and woe ; 

He wants to flout the rights of men, 
And every rule extant. 

Tragic, it seems to me, but then 
We must be tolerant! 


yg 
“"Much Discouraged”’ 


There are probably more reasons for 
discouragement today than ever before. 
Satan sees to that. He is making terrific 
drives against God’s people, and it would 
be surprising if we did not feel the severity 
of these attacks. But if “misery loves 
company” we can find company straight 
back through the centuries! When God, 
by a succession of triumphs and victories, 
was bringing his chosen people Israel out 
of Egypt and through the wilderness on 
their way to the promised land, we read that 
“the soul of the people was much discour- 
aged because of the way” (Num. 21: 4). 
Several centuries earlier Jacob had become 
utterly discouraged; Joseph was gone, and 
Simeon had been taken from him, and now 
he was about to lose Benjamin;- and he 
groaned out his discouragement in the 
words, “All these things are against me” 
(Gen. 42: 36). But “all these things” were 
working for Jacob, not against him, and he 
was soon to see a mighty and wonderful 
deliverance in a reunion with his sons. If 
Israel had really trusted God in the wilder- 
ness, instead of being “much discouraged 


because of the way,” she could have had 
Paul’s experience of being led always in 
triumph (2 Cor. 2:14). For the “reasons” 
why Jacob, and the Israelites, and some- 
times we ourselves, are “much discouraged 
because of the way,” are never reasons for 
God’s discouragement. If only we will 
turn our eyes away from these “reasons,” 
and keep our eyes fixed on our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we shall find that “all things work 
together for good to them that love God,” 
and that “in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us” (Rom. 8: 28, 37). 


“—* 
Revival Blocks Suicide 


People stop looking for death when 
they find life. Seattle is one of the many 
places where revival has broken out during 
the past year. A Seattle pastor, C. J. 
Boppell, whose contributions have enriched 
these columns, wrote the Editor early this 
year: “The revival grew out of the pray- 
ing of a group of business men who have 


been meeting for that purpose for more 
than a year. Noonday meetings were 
started last fall in a theater, with services 
at night in different churches. . . . Last 
week a brilliant young lawyer phoned for 
some one to come to this office, and he 
was saved there. The week before a man 
on his way to jump off Aurora bridge was 
attracted by the happy faces of 140 young 
people marching to the theater, followed 
them, and was saved. He said he did not 
know there were 140 happy people in the 
world. Many have been saved kneeling by 
the radio at home as they listened in.” 
Salvation is better than suicide. Yet sui- 
cide is logical for those who are walking 
around in a living death, “having no hope, 
and without God in the world.” Shall we 
not pray that God may: send steadily ih- 
creasing revival to the church, which is 
the body of Christ, sovthat many hopeless 
souls who today are longing for death may 
be begotten unto a living hope “by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” 
in whom believing, they shall “rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 


& 


Scripture in the Light of Scripture 


Notes from a Layman’s Greek 


HE second chapter of Ephesians is 

almost a doctrinal or theological re- 

statement of the Parable of the Prodi- 
gal Son. The word makran (“far-off, a 
great way off”) is not common in the 
New Testament, occurring perhaps nine 
times. Paul could hardly have been un- 
conscious of the fact that he was using 
the word of Luke 15, “when he was yet 
a great way off,” when he described, in 
the second chapter of Ephesians, those 
“who sometimes were far off.” If we 
notice this parallel Paul also would prob- 


Testament, by Ernest Gordon 


have filled his belly without God in the 
with the husks that the world (12). 
swine did eat: and no 
man gave unto him 
(16). 
But when he yet was Ye who sometimes 
a great way off, his were far off. And 
father saw him (20). came and _ preached 
peace to you which 
were afar off (13, 17). 
And had _ compas- His great love 
sion, and ran, and fell wherewith he loved us 
on his neck, and kissed (4). 
him (20). 


ably think of it. 


But a similar parallelism runs through 


the whole chapter. 


LUKE 15 
This thy son... 
hath devoured thy liv- 
ing with harlots (30). 


Thus: 


EPHESIANS 2 
We all had our con- 
versation in times past 
in the lusts of our 


Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring 
on his hand (22). 


This thy brother 
was dead, and is alive 
again (32). 


And hath raised us 
up together, and made 
us sit in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus 
(6). ; 


When we were dead 
in sins, hath qui 
ened us together wii 
Christ (5). 


flesh, fulfilling the de- 
sires of the flesh (3). 

The children of dis- 
obedience . . the 
eae of wrath (2, 
3 

Make me as one of Aliens from _ the 
thy hired servants commonwealth of. Is- 
(19). rael, and strangers 
from the covenants of 
promise {12). 

Having no hope, and 


No more worthy to 
be called thy son (19). 


And he fain would 





There are those, as Archbishop Trench, 
who see in the Parable of the Prodigal an 
allusion, alongside of its more general ap- 
plication, to the Gentile and Jewish peoples, 
The younger son is the Gentile world at 
the time of Christ, as described in the last 
half of the first chapter of Romans, — 
swinish in life, apostate from the knowl- 
edge and worship of God, living in a far 
country. “All the monstrous luxuries and 
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frantic wickednesses of later Roman history 
stand there like the last despairing effort 
of man to fill his belly with husks.” One 
should note that when Paul sums up the 
wickedness of the then world, both Gentile 
and Jewish,—‘“For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God,” —he uses 
the word husterountai, the word concerning 
the Prodigal, “he began to be in want.” 

The elder brother is the Jew, hard, self- 
tighteous, envious, jealous of his primacy 
in God’s favor, and unwilling to share it 
with the Gentile. “He is looking for cer- 
tain definite rewards, for getting something 
from God instead of possessing all things 
in God.” When invited by the apostles to 
the great feast of love and reconciliation to 
which the Gentile world had been invited 
he, with sour mein, refused to participate. 
“But when the Jews -saw the multitudes, 
they were filled with envy, and spake 
against those things which were spoken by 
Paul, contradicting and blaspheming” (Acts 
13:45). i 

But in Ephesians 2 the apostle shows us 
the Gentile abandoning the swine and the 
husks and returning to the Father’s home 
(first ten verses). In the remainder of the 
chapter we see the reconciliation of Jew 
and Gentile in the “household of God.” 


Tue BEaTITUDES oF LUKE’s GOSPEL AND 
DHE BEATITUDES OF THE REVELATION 


Peter in his Epistles dwells alternately 
“on the sufferings and the glory of Christ 
and of his Church and this note runs 
through the Christian revelation. The Be- 
atitudes of the Gospels are an expression 
of the suffering; those of the Revelation 
‘of the glory. 

“Blessed be ye poor 
that hunger now . . . blessed are ye that 
weep now... blessed are ye, when men 
shall hate you, and when they shall sep- 
arate you from their company, and shall 
reproach you, and cast out your name as 
evil.” Luke throws the Beatitudes into 
this sevenfold form of a complete rejection 
(6: 20-22). It is the formula for the suf- 
ferings of the Church throughout the cen- 
turies. 

The Beatitudes of the Revelation are six 
in number, as if one could never express 
their blessing in its fullness and cormplete- 
ness. They are the Beatitudes of the 
Heavenly Entrance as those of the Sermon 
on the Mount are the Beatitudes of the 
Earthly Course. They represent fulfill- 
ment as those of the Gospels represent faith. 
They begin with Revelation 1:3, “Blessed 
is he that readeth, and they that hear.” 
It is as if some one were reading aloud 
to the listening Church the announcement 
of the triumph of right, the downfall of 
Satan, the vindication of Christ, the won- 
derful redemption of the Church to eternal 
bliss. 

Then come Revelation 14:13, “Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord,” and 
Revelation 16:15, “Behold, I come as a 
thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 
keepeth his garments.” These correspond 
to the two classes, the Church at rest and 
the Church militant, “I am the resurrection, 
and the life,” said our Lord to Martha 
(John 11: 25),—two things—the resur- 
rection at his coming, to those who are dead, 
the transfcrming life to those who are liv- 
ing at his coming. “He that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 


. . . blessed are ye 
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And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die” (John 11:25, 26). 

It is Paul’s, “The dead in Christ shali 
rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with 
them,” that is, with the dead (1 Thess. 4: 
1G, F797); 

Revelation 19:9 reads, “Blessed are they 
which are called unto the marriage supper 
of the Lamb.” Here is the fulfillment of 
the Passion utterance, “I appoint unto you 
a kingdom . . . that ye may eat and drink 
at my table in my kingdom” (Luke 22: 29, 
30). 

Follows the Beatitude: “Blessed and 
holy is ne that hath part in the first resur- 
rection. . . . They shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with him 
a thousand years” (Rev. 20:6). Here, 
the hungering and weeping and hated are 
now rulers in the millennial kingdom. 

Finally, Revelation 22:14, “Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the 
city.’ Those who were ostracized and cast 
out are now brought into the New Jeru- 
salem; the heavenly and eternal company. 
Their opponents and persecutors are the 
ones “without” (v. 15). 

So we have the Makarioi, “the Blessed,” 
in the present evil age and the Makarioi, 
or “the Blessed,” of the world to come. 
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How Did Christ Take Our Sins? 


How should I answer so important and 
fundamental a question as, “How did Jesus 
Christ take my sins upon him?” I seem 
to be able to see it — at least vaguely; but 
I cannot put it into words—A Kansas 
reader. 

Suppose I am a leper, my body filled 
with the deadly germs of leprosy, therefore 
incurably diseased and doomed to die from 
this disease. Suppose it were possible for 
a man ot sound, healthy body to come to 
me and say that he was willing to be given 
an inoculation, in his body, of my leprosy- 
germ-laden blood, and therefore become a 
leper himself and die from leprosy. Sup- 
pose this giving of my leprosy to him meant, 
not only his disease and death, but my cure, 
(This is not so, physically, but is merely an 
imaginary illustration.) If such a friend 
were willing to do that for a leper, it is 
a faint illustration of what Jesus Christ 
actually did when he took my sins upon 
him. For sin is a disease, and a deadly 
disease: “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6: 23). 

We cannot understand “how” God laid 
our sins upon his sinless Son. The leper 
illustration suggests how, but does not ex- 
plain it all, and doubtless the “how” cannot 
be fully explained to our finite human minds 
in this life. But we can, and must, be- 
lieve that God did lay our sins upon his 
Son, and that Christ therefore took our 
sins upon him—for God tells us so in his 
Word. “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 

This taking of our sins when they were 

(Continued on page 619) 
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When the Cafe Singer 
Threw Away the Invitation 




















IFTY years ago a humble Christian 

man stepped into a beer garden in 
Chicago one night to distribute announce- 
ments of evangelistic meetings. He handed 
one to a singer, who threw it away; he 
handed him a second, but this, too, was 
crumpled up and thrown aside; then, with 
tears in his eyes and without a word, that 
persistent personal worker gave the singer 
a third handbill. The tears touched the 
singer’s heart, and he said, “All right, I'll 
come.” He went for twelve nights in suc- 
cession and was converted. 

That singer was Peter Bilhorn, writer 
and composer of “Sweet Peace, the Gift - 
of God’s Love,” “I Will Sing the Won- 
drous Story,” and other Gospel songs. For 
half a century he has been singing the 
Gospel in many parts of the world, and 
making the famous Bilhorn folding organs, 
which have been invaluable to evangelists 
and missionaries, 

William A. Corey, who has often writ- 
ten for THE SunpAy ScHoot Times, has 
recently interviewed Mr. Bilhorn, and has 
written for the Times an intensely inter- 
esting sketch of Mr. Bilhorn’s colorful 
career, which will be published in two in- 
stallments, beginning in next week’s issue. 


Here is just a glimpse of the interesting 
incidents told by Mr. Corey: 


Peter Bilhorn and his two brothers 
operated the Eureka Wagon and Carriage 
Works in Chicago, and he was himself an 
expert carriage painter and “striper.” 


A wealthy merchant once showed Mr. 
Bilhorn a bunch of keys and said: *“Bil- 
horn, I’d give all that these keys represent 
if I had your gift.” 


In 1900 he directed a choir of 4,000 voices 
at the World’s Christian Endeavor Con- 
vention in the Crystal Palace, London. 
When, on invitation, he sang his hymn, 
“Sweet Peace,” before Queen Victoria, it 
brought tears to her eyes, and when she 
left she waved her handkerchief to the 
singer and murmured, “Peace, sweet peace.” 


Peter Bilhorn preached and sang on the 
streets of the little towns in the early days 
of the West, and the cowboys fired their six- 
shooters into the air to show their approval. 


Mr. Corey describes all of these incidents 
more fully, as well as many others, and 
tells of the remarkable circumstances which 
led to the invention of the little folding or- 
gan. The special Music Number of the 
TIMES, next week’s issue, will contain the 
first part of this thrilling story. 





A new every-week lesson feature be- 
gins in this issue, on page 617. It is 
by Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky, whose 
story of “Ruby,” and whose Miracle 
Book Clubs for young people, have 
been welcomed with gratitude and en- 
thusiasm by multitudes of earnest 
workers throughout America and in 
many fields abroad. 
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A great thinker, teacher, and inventor 
who loved and knew his Bible 


Lord Kelvin, Defender of Atoms—and The Faith 
By President J. D. Eggleston, LL.D. 














Kelvin, is rightly acclaimed as one 

of the greatest scientists of all time. 
His intellectual ability was a marvel to 
his contemporaries. As a_ student, his 
powers of concentration and of penetration 
were astonishing, and were the sure prom- 
ise of great achievement. Lord Fisher 
in his “Memories” says of him: “Of all 
the famous men I have known, Lord Kel- 
vin had the greatest brain.” 

In view of his great abilities and his 
great learning; in view of his amazing 
powers of reasoning; in view of the oft- 
repeated assertion that the “scientific 
mind” can no longer believe in God; in 
view of the now common-place statement 
in college and university halls, and in 
modernistic pulpits, that the “modern 
mind” cannot regard the Bible as inspired, 
cannot believe in the Deity of Jesus Christ, 
and cannot accept the Virgin Birth be- 
cause of its “biological impossibility,” it 
will be interesting to see what Lord Kel- 
vin believed. 


New Instruments for Mariners 


Born in 1824, two years younger than 
Pasteur and one year younger than Fabre, 
he was educated at Cambridge, where he 
graduated as second wrangler (a student 
receiving honors in mathematics) and 
first Smith’s prizeman in 1845. The next 
year he was appointed to the chair of 
Natural Philosophy in Glasgow Univer- 
sity, a position which he held until 1899. 

His research work included all branches 
of mathematics and practical physics, his 
work in the latter field being especially 
notable. As early as 1845 he published 
a paper on the laws of electrostatics, 
which was but the beginning of what was 
to be —in the field of electricity and mag- 
netism— probably the principal work of 
this versatiie scholar and scientist. Dar- 
ing and penetrating in theory, he was in- 
tensely practical, and invented many in- 
struments of the highest precision for the 
use of the investigator and for practical 
use; among these being an improved 
mariner’s compass, and an_ invaluable 
sounding-machine. He made the Ameri- 
can telegraph possible. 

Thompson, in his “Life of Lord Kel- 
vin’ (Vol. 2:1087, 1088), says that Lord 
Kelvin was brought up in the Established 
(Presbyterian) Church of Scotland by his 
father, but that while at Cambridge he 
“conformed to the Church of England and 
subscribed to the Thirty-nine Articles both 
on his entry as an undergraduate and on 
his admission to the Fellowship in 1845. 
It is equally clear that in 1846, on his 
election to the Glasgow Chair, he sub- 
scribed to the Westminster Confession.” 

He quotes Lord Kelvin (Vol. 1: 111) 
as saying, in reference to Fourier’s Math- 
ematical and Physical Papers: 

“It was this argument from Fourier 
that made me think there must have been 
a beginning. All mathematical continuity 


S« WILLIAM THOMSON, Lord 





The cables under the Atlantic, pulsing 
with messages of life and death, were 
in part made possible through . the 
researches of Lord Kelvin in electro- 
dynamics and submarine telegraphy. 
His writings included papers on mag- 
netism, mathematics, physics, atoms, 
molecules, and light waves. With all 
his profound scientific knowledge, 
Lord Kelvin was at the same time a 
humble Christian. This article is the 
second in the series on “Great Scien- 
tists Who Were Christians,” by Presi- 
dent Eggleston of Hampden-Sydney 
College, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 








points to the necessity of a beginning — 
this is where I stick to atoms... . And 
they must have been small — smallness is 
a necessity of the complexity. They may 
have all been created as they were, com- 
plexity and all, as they are now. But 
we know they have a past. Trace back 
the past, and one comes to a beginning — 
to a time zero beyond which the values 
are impossible.” 

Sir William began his morning lectures 
at Glasgow with prayer. “As a young 
man,” his biographer says (Vol. 2:10890), 
“he had thought things out in his own 
way, and had come to a faith which, not 
having been received secondhand, but be- 
ing a personal conviction, was never after- 
wards shaken. His faith was always of 
very simple and childlike nature, undog- 
matic, and unblighted by sectarian bitter- 
ness. It pained him to hear crudely athe- 
istic views expressed by young men who 
had never known the deeper side of ex- 
istence.” 


His Opinion of Darwin’s Theories 


Agnes Gardner King, a member of his 
family, says in her delightful biography, 
“Kelvin the Man’: “The Bible he rev- 
erenced; he had studied it with care and 
was at home with it. His faith lay at 
the root of his whole being. and pervaded 
all his work, lifting it to the highest levels. 
. . . I loved to go to church with him; 
there was something in his humble and 
quiet reverence which seemed _ to 
strengthen one’s own faith, and bring one 
directly into the Presence of God.” 

She mentions one Sunday when the 
weather proved too wet to venture out 
to church, and Sir William suggested that 
they have a Bible reading together. And 
then she quotes from her sister’s diary 
the following passage: 

“In the evening mother read aloud Dar- 
win’s confession of faith, or rather his 
confession of want of faith. Uncle Wil- 
liam said of his views about the absence 
of evidence of design, that he considered 
such views utterly unscientific. He ex- 
pressed himself very vehemently on the 
subject and said that our own power of 
discussing and speculating about Atheism 
and Materialism was enough of itself to 
disprove such a theory. With regard to 


Evolution, he said that it would not in the 
least degree explain the great mystery of 
nature and creation.” 

And again she says: “His work was 
to him a kind of worship. His close study 
of. the phenomena of nature and his con- 
stant discovery of new marvels seemed to 
bring him nearer and nearer to God... . 
Hope rose above his sense of failure and, 
undaunted, he pressed on, ever mounting 


_ toward the light and carrying in his heart 


the prayer that was so dear to him, 
‘Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, 
QO Lot.” 

Evidently he was not afraid of being 
a “first causer.” “If you think strongly 
enough,” he said, “you will be forced by 
science to a belief in God, which is the 
foundation of all religion. . . . We must 
pause face to face with the mystery and 
miracle of creation.” His dominant char- 
acteristic, says Miss King, “was his ex- 
treme lovableness which seemed to grow 
and broaden with advancing years. He 
had a certain fieriness of character which 
was quickly roused to indignation by any 
meanness, or even by inaccuracy or fool- 
ish conceit. This became merged as time 
went on in the greatness of his gentler 
nature, which grew too full of love for 
God and man to leave much room for 
other feelings.” 


Opposing Evolution and Spiritism 

His attitude toward the theory of spon- 
taneous generation (which he rejected) 
was- that of Pasteur and Fabre; and 
equally interesting are his comments on 
“agnosticism,” a term which was, and 
still is, gloried in by so many of those 
who have regarded it as the last word in 
intellectualism. In an address in 1901 be- 
fore the British Association, he was de- 
fending his “beloved atom.” “It was,” 
he said, “practically a reality, and it would 
be mere word-splitting to say that we 
were agnostic in respect of it. Agnostic 
meant not known. Now we were all ag- 
nostic in most things in nature and relig- 
ion, because we did not know them; but 
to be satisfied with agnosticism, or to de- 
light in it, was absolutely unscientific.” 

It was inevitable that Sir William 
should become engaged in the geological 
and other controversies which shook sci- 
entific circles in his day. He said, among 
other things: “The statement that the 
phenomena presented by the earth’s crust 
contain no evidence of a beginning, and 
no indication of progress towards an end, 
is founded, I think, upon what is very 
clearly a complete misrepresentation of the 
physical laws under which all are agreed 
that these actions must take place.” He 
argued this extensively. 

This challenge of the prevailing opin- 
ion was promptly taken up by Professor 
Huxley and others. After defining Catas- 
trophism and Uniformitarianism, Profes- 
sor Huxley added a third doctrine, Evo- 
lutionism, of which he was an ardent 
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proponent. Professor Huxley acknowl- 
edged that he was a special pleader before 
what he called the “higher court of edu- 
cated scientific opinion.” Sir William did 
not fail to take advantage of this admis- 
sion, and said: 

“Though a clever counsel may, by force 
of mother-wit and common sense, aided by 
his very peculiar intellectual training, 
readily carry a jury with him, to either 
side when a scientific question is before 
the Court, or may even succeed in per- 
plexing the mind of a judge, I do not 
think that the high court of educated sci- 
entific opinion will ever be satisfied by 
pleadings conducted on such precedents.” 

Sir William certainly did not come off 
second-best in the debate. 

He detested spiritism and everything 
that pertained to it. 

When the Rev. Professor Henslow de- 
livered a lecture in 1903 at University 
College, London, on “Present Day Ra- 
tionalism,” a vote of thanks was moved 
by Lord Kelvin, who said, among’ other 
things: “I do not say that, with regard 
to the origin of life, science neither affirms 
ner denies creative power. Science posi- 
tively affirms creative power. ... It is 
not in dead matter that we live and move 
and have our being, but in the creating 
and directive Power which science com- 
pels us to accept as an article of belief. 
We cannot escape from that conclusion 
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when we study the physics and dynamics 
of living and dead matter all around.” 
This statement naturally attracted very 
wide attention, for it was unequivocal in 
its positive stand; and it brought forth 
replies from prominent quarters, 

It was peculiarly appropriate that Lord 
Kelvin, in 1906, unveiled a memorial tablet 
to Faraday, in the room where the latter, 
as an elder of the Sandemanian Church, 
was accustomed to preach. Lord Kelvin 
stated that it was “a crowning privilege 
of his life.” He had known Faraday inti- 
mately; and he said on this occasion, 
“The walls tell a story, not of a magnifi- 
cent cathedral, but of the humble meet- 
ing-house of earnest Christian men... a 
very simple association devoted to faithful 
and earnest Christian work.” 

It is not surprising that Lord Kelvin was 
very much in favor of the teaching of the 
Bible in the schools of England. 

Miss King says of Lord Kelvin’s funeral: 
“The beautiful words of the service seemed 
to come home to our hearts as they had 
never done before, because they were so 
true, for with all his greatness and won- 
derful knowledge, Lord Kelvin had walked 
through life a humble Christian. . . . As 
the sweet sound of the music rose through 
the gloom, we thought of the words, 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.’” 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VA. 














The California Sunday School Congress 


Where soul-winning and the teaching of sound doctrine were emphasized as two 
of the greatest needs in Sunday school today 


al 














Congress was held at Mount Hermon, 

June 28 to July 3, under the direction 
of Clarence H. Benson and Mrs. Ethel S. 
Low. The faculty of experienced workers 
showed a burning desire that each teacher 
should be a soul-winner as well as a life- 
builder. It was shown that all teachers 


1. Should be well trained in knowledge 
of the Bible and in methods. 

2. Should be soul-winners, since every 
unsaved child is a liability to society and 
a menace to our nation. 

3. Should be everyday examples of 
their teaching, because good teaching is 
spoiled by poor living. 


T cm first California Sunday School 


Mrs. Low, who writes every week for 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times the lesson 
article for Primary teachers, gave a strong 
address on “Literature in the Sunday 
School,” of which the following is a con- 
densation : 


Perhaps no phase of Sunday school work 
has been so neglected by most of its workers 
as its literature. 

Are our lesson helps doctrinally sound? 
I believe many of you would be shocked 
if you read the lesson helps that some of 
your children are studying. There are 
some doctrinal errors common to much of 
the literature issued by the publication 
boards of the great denominations. With 
almost no exception they speak of the 
Fatherhood of God, teaching that all men 


are children of God. Is it any wonder that 
children brought up on this can see no 
reason for a definite decision to accept 
Christ, and so become a child of God? They 
have been educated away from the idea of 
regeneration, and can see no need for it. 

Again, almost without exception, such 
helps teach that one must be good to go 
to Heaven, so the child believes that he 
must work for ‘his salvation by being as 
good as he can. It is hard for that child 
to realize that all his good works will avail 
him nothing, that salyation is a free gift 
— “by grace are ye saved.” 

A third thing that permeates our Sun- 
day school helps is the habit of speaking 
of our Lord Jesus Christ as “Jesus.” While 
some may do this unwittingly, many are 
implying that he is not necessarily Deity, 
God’s only begotten Son, God the Son. 
The ‘habitual designation of Our Lord as 
Jesus, or Master, or the Man of Galilee, 
tends to establish the thought in the child- 
mind that he is but a man. 

Another question we should face: 
the lesson ‘helps up to the stand- 
ards of pedagogy? Are they _teach- 
able? Some literature that is sound doc- 
trinally is so dull and uninteresting that 
it would be too much for a seminary gradu- 
ate to wade through, — and what can a poor 
child do with it? It is tragic that some 
of our most dangerous literature is so 
well written and fascinating, while some of 
the good is so poorly written as to be “im- 
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possible.” Satan sees to it that his stuff 
is beautiful and attractive. Why can’t our 
publication boards that are printing ortho- 
dox material do as much? 

Are the lessons worth teaching? There 
is a kind of Sunday school quarterly that 
contains no false doctrinal statements, that 
is teachable enough, but that is such poor, 
weak stuff that it isn’t worth the effort of 
teaching it. It contains no definite funda- 
mental teaching, nothing that helps to in- 
terpret truly God’s Word to the child mind, 
nothing that inspires to deeper, truer Chris- 
tian living. 

Sunday school literature should be an 
inspiring, thrilling, correct commentary on 
the lessons to be studied, leading to a love 
for God’s Word, and an acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

Another class of Sunday school literature 
is the story paper. When I think of many 
of these papers, I am heart-sick. Last year 
I was handed some of them to read, pub- 
lished by one of the great denominations, 
and there was a continued story describing 
Soviet Russia as almost the promised land, 
with the young Communists as a great 
group of youth seeking after God. Had I 
known nothing to the contrary, I would 
have gathered from this story that Commu- 
nism is the most wonderful thing in the 
world. I have examined other denomina- 
tional papers and have found several of 
them strongly tinged with Communism, 
materialism, behaviorism, and other ex- 
ceedingly objectionable isms. 

There are three things we should de- 
mand of every story paper that our Sunday 
school puts in the children’s hands. First, 
they should be free from any teaching con- 
trary to any fundamental of the faith; sec- 
ond, they should be good literature, well 
written, and such as create an appetite for 
good reading; third, they should definitely 
teach Scriptural truth. 

I wonder how many of you know what 
your children get from the Sunday school. 
I wish every one of you would go home, 
take a day off, and shut yourself up with 
the Sunday school literature of your own 
denomination. I promise you some of you 
will have to call your doctor! While you 
have been asleep, an enemy has sown tares 
in your field. 

Then you say, What can we do about it? 
In all fairness and justice, protest to your 
board of publication, protest out loud, so 
they will hear you. Then if you get no 
result, there is one method that always 
calls their attention, and that is to stop 
taking their publications. There are pub- 
lications that fill all the demands I have 
mentioned, Use them: After all, your job 
is not to sustain any form of publication 
or system of helps, but to save the children. 
You have the right to demand the right 
helps and story papers. 

If you will show me what your children 
are reading, I can tell you what they will 
be. How can you expect pure Christian 
living if you poison the spring from which 
they drink? One of the dangers of Amer- 
ica today is the flood of propaganda that 
is sweeping over the land, filling our news- 
papers and magazines and even our Sunday 
school publications. 

I pray that you may be wiven the grace 
and courage to go to the bottom of this 
matter, for the sake of the little ones for 
whom Christ died. 
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LESSON 1. 


OCTOBER 4. THE MACEDONIAN CALL 


International Uniform Lesson.—A cts 15 : 36 to 16:15; Romans 15:18-21, printed text, Acts 16: 6-15, 
Romans 15: 18-21 


Golden Text.—Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.—Matt. 28:19 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 16 : 6-15; Romans 15 ;: 18-21 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 16:6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the 
region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach 
the word in Asia, 

7 After they were come to Mysia, 
Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 

8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a 
man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Mace- 
donia, and help us. 

10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured 
to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called 
us for to preach the gospel unto them. 

11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course 
to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; 

12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding 
certain days. 

13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, 
where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake 
unto the women which resorted thither. 

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the 
cont ee, that she attended unto the things which were spoken 
re) aul. 

15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought 
us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 

Rom. 15:18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things 
which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, 
by word and deed, 

19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 

of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Iilyricum, 
I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ 
was named, lest I should build upon another man’s foundation: 

21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall 
see: and they that have not heard shall understand. 


they assayed to go into 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


three years. 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


second missionary journey occupied about 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 16:6 And they went through ‘the region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been forbidden of the Holy Spirit to speak the word 
in Asia; 7 and when they were come over against Mysia, they 
assayed to go into Bithynia; and the Spirit of Jesus suffered them 
not; 8 and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 And 
a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a man of Mace- 
donia standing, beseeching him, and saying, Come over into Mace- 
donia, and help us. 10 And when he had seen the vision, straight- 
way we sought to go forth into Macedonia, concluding that God 
had called us to preach the gospel unto them. 

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we made a straight course 
to Samothrace, and the day following to Neapolis; 12 and from 
thence to Philippi, which is a city of Macedonia, the first of the 
district, a Roman colony: and we were in this city tarrying certain 
days. 13 And on the sabbath day we went forth without the gate 
by a river side, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down, and spake unto the women that were come together. 
14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, one that worshipped God, heard us: whose heart 
the Lord opened, to give heed unto the things which were spoken by 
Paul. 15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she be- 
sought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 


Rom. 15:18 For I will not dare to speak of any *things save 
those which Christ wrought through me, for the obedience of the 
® Gentiles, by word and deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders, 
in the power of *the Holy Spirit; so that from Jerusalem, and 
round about even unto Illyricum, I have ® fully preached the * gospel 
of Christ; 20 yea, "making it my aim so to ® preach the gospel, not 
where Christ was already named, that I might not build upon an- 
other man’s foundation; 21 but, as it is written, 

They shall see, to whom no tidings of him came, 

And they who have not heard shall understand. 

1Or, Phrygia and the region of Galatia. *Gr., of those things 
which Christ wrought not through me. *Gr., nations. * Many 
ancient authorities read the Spirit of God. One reads the Spirit. 
°Gr., fulfilled. Comp. Col. 1:25. ° Gr., good tidings: and so 

elsewhere. *Gr., being ambitious. 2 Cor. 5:9; 1 Thess. 4: 11 

8 Gr., bring good tidings. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


Come over into Macedonia. The northern 
section of the Greek peninsula. The south- 











President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

INE years ago, a missionary with 
N Paul’s passion, Jonathan Goforth, was 

separated from his life’s labor in 
China when his mission was turned over to 
the United Church of Canada. With his 
missionary wife, at that time weak with 
illness, with two lady missionaries who 
were semi-invalids, with a young man who 
did not know the language, this veteran, 
then nearly seventy years old, started out 
for a new field, to preach Christ where 
he had not been named. Five fields in 
Manchuria they assayed to enter, and every 
door was closed. But his faith was stead- 
fast, and then came the Macedonian call 
to northwest Manchuria. Another miracle 
of modern missions transpired. Last year, 
nine hundred and eighty-four adults were 
baptized in that mission; the year before, 
nine hundred and sixty-six. The Lord of 
the Macedonian campaign is still alive. 


The Historical Setting 

Paul and Silas left Antioch on the sec- 
ond missionary journey probably the same 
year as the Jerusalem Council was held; 
we have judged that this was A. D. 50, The 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 16:6.—Throughout Phrygia. A 
province located in about the center of 
Asia Minor. The region of Galatia, East 
of Phrygia, and south of Bithynia, though 
some scholars have a new theory that it 
was south of this. To preach the word in 
Asia. The western province of Asia Minor, 
from which the vast continent gets its name. 

Verse 7.—Assayed to go into Bithynia. 
Northeast of Mysia, bordering on the Black 
Sea. The Spirit suffered them not. The 
correct reading is, “the Spirit of Jesus,” 
another name for the Holy Spirit. 


Verse 8—Came down to Troas. Going 
west instead of east. The seacoast town 
was about four miles from Troy, made 
famous by Homer’s “Iliad.” 

Verse 9.—A vision appeared to Paul in 
the night. Paul was probably awake, ear- 
nestly seeking guidance as to the next step; 
a vision is not a dream (cf. Acts 2:17). 
Paul was a man of vision and of visions 
(2 Cor. 12:13; Acts 26:19; 9:12; 18:9; 
22:18). A man of Macedonia. Recog- 
nized by his speech, and possibly by his 
dress; not necessarily any particular man, 
but representing Macedonia and all Europe, 
setting forth their desperate need of Christ. 


ern section was Achaia. 


Verse 10.—Immediately we endeavoured 
to go. The beginning of the famous “we” 
sections of Acts, indicating clearly that here 
Paul and Silas were joined by Luke, “the 
beloved physician” (Col. 4:14), writer of 
the Gospel and of the Acts. 


Verse 11.—A straight course to Samo- 
thracia. A small island south of Thrace, 
about sixty miles distant. The next day 
to Neapolis. “New City,” the seaport of 
Philippi, ten miles distant. Note the swift- 
ness of the journey —two days for about 
140 miles (Acts 20:6). 


Verse 12.—Thence to Philippi. Named 
by Philip of Macedon when he enlarged the 
city in 356 B. C. Chief city of that part of 
Macedonia. Probably meaning the most 
important city, rather than the first one 
to be reached. A colony. A military col- 
ony from Rome had been sent there by 
Augustus in honor of the victory of Au- 
gustus and Antony over Brutus and Cas- 
sius, the Republicans, in 42 B. C. Such 
“colonies” were miniature Romes, with all 
the privileges of the great capital. 

Verse 13.—By a river side, where prayer 
was wont to be made. When there were 
not ten godly Jews in a city who could 
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form a synagogue, there was established a 
“place of prayer.” 


Verse 14.—Lydia, a seller of purple, of 
... Thyatira. A city of Lydia, near the 
border of Mysia, where Paul had been for- 
bidden to preach; famous for its purple 
dyes. Lydia had come to Philippi to sell 
the rich purple cloth; she was probably a 
Gentile proselyte to Israel. Whose heart 
the Lord opened. The supernatural work 
of the Holy Spirit in her conversion. 


Verse 15.—When she was baptized, and 
her household. Possibly, Lydia was a 
widow, with children; but the servants and 
employees would also constitute a house- 
hold. The first mention of the conversion 
of a household (v. 31; 1 Cor. 1:11, 16; 
16:15; Rom. 16:5). Judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord. Expressed in service 
to Christ’s ministers; to accept her hos- 
pitality would be an honor to her. Come 
into my house, and abide there. Thus the 
Philippian church began as a generous sup- 
porter of the Gospel ministers (Phil. ‘1:3; 
4: 18s c&. Rom: 12313; Tim: §: 103. 1 
Pet. 4:9; 3 John 5). 

Romans 15: 18.—I will not dare to speak. 
Carrying out his own injunction (Rom. 12: 
3-6). Which Christ .. . wrought. It was the 
Lord Jesus himself doing the works, by 
the power of the Spirit, through Paul (Acts 
14:27; Matt. 28:20; Acts 1:1; 1 Cor. 
15:10). 

Verse 19.—Round about unto Illyricum. 
A large territory along the eastern shore 
of the Adriatic, opposite Italy. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Europe -needs help today. There was 
only one kind of “help” they needed in 
Paul’s day. So today there is but one thing 
that will help sin-cursed Europe and Asia 
and other continents — God’s good news of 
salvation, Again we piously study the 
Macedonian Call, and with Macedonian 
calls multiplying the church of Christ as 
a whole goes on contradicting every fea- 
ture of this missionary call. It was a call 
to preach the Gospel. Missionaries are 
perverting or diluting that Gospel, and 
church leaders are actually leading discus- 
sions on what the modern missionary enter- 
prise should aim to do. It was a call to 
preach salvation through the blood of Christ, 
not to do social service, nor establish uni- 
versities, nor even to heal the bodies of 
men. The church has departed from this 
call to broadcast the Gospel. But there are 
glorious bright spots where missionaries 
are holding to God’s program, with super- 
natural results. It was a call to reach the 
unreached millions, not to build on another’s 
foundation, not to multiply workers and 
churches in one place as is being done to 
the eternal shame of the church in America. 
In one city of thirty thousand white people 
there were recently one hundred registered 
nurses without work. And there are peo- 
ple totaling twenty-five thousand times as 
many as the inhabitants of that city, who 
are without the Gospel. In a state of 
less than a million white people, there were 
eight thousand qualified school teachers 
without a position. And there are people 
totaling eight hundred times as many as in 
that state, who are without the Gospel. 
Men of Macedonia are calling. How shall 
we answer? By action? Only revival 
in the Body of Christ will meet the situa- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The comp'ete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
- (14) October 4.—The Macedonian Call. . 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Romans 15 : 18-21 
2. (15) October 11.—Becoming a Christian. 
Acts 16: 16-40; Philippians 3 : 7-14 
3. (146) October 18.—The Spoken and the 
Written Word. 
Acts 17:1-15; 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-12 
4. (17) October 25.—Christianity as Love. 
Acts 18:1-17; 1 Corinthians 13 
5. (18) November 1.—Law, Love, and Tem- 
perance (International Temperance 


— 


BUMGAY) <vsiccccccscccsvcvsets Romans 13 : 1-14 
6. (19) November 8.—The Christian War- 
Ee eee Acts 19; Ephesians 6 : 10-20 


7. (20) November 15.—The Heroism of 
Christian Faith. 
Acts 21:12 to 23:30; Romans 9: 1-5 
8. (21) November 22.—An Ambassador in 
Chains. Acts 25: 1-12; 28 : 16-31; 
Romans 5 : 1-11; Philippians 1 : 12-14; 4 : 22 
9. (22) November 29.—Christian Brother- 
OE ok Sol icccsapeseueenieseics sedis «Philemon 








tion. And true revival will give foreign 
missions first place in the program. 


Lesson Outlines 
MEANING OF MACEDONIAN CALLS 


1. A call to preach the Gospel, not some- 
thing else, and not a perversion of the 
Gospel. 

2. A call to preach to unreached multi- 
tudes who have never heard the Gospel. 

3. A call to preach with power, resulting 
in many being saved by the supernatural 
power of God. 

4. A call to follow God’s leadership, in 
a missionary campaign to reach Europe and 
the world. 

Gop Guipes MEN: 

1. Already busy in God’s work; 

2. Yielded to do God’s will, and having 
a passion for souls; 

3. Sensitive to hear God’s voice; 

4. Instant to obey God’s voice ; 

5. Relying on God’s wisdom and strength 
to carry out the commission. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Unreached Fields Today. Macedonian 
cries are coming from millions who are 
not having the Gospel. preached to them; 
nearly three hundred millions in China, 
nearly two hundred millions in India, a 
hundred mitlions in Africa, seventy mil- 
lions in Latin America, millions more in 
Asia, Russia, the islands of the sea. And 
there are at least a thousand languages and 
dialects that have no portion of God’s Word. 


Guidance. There is a dangerous teaching 
about “guidance” today. “Ask Christ,” is 
the almost flippant direction given, and an 
impression that comes is taken as the Lord’s 
word, This way lies mysticism and dis- 
aster, for it is putting human conscious- 
ness in the place of God. To offset this 
error, some are teaching that God guides 
only through his Word, arid that Christians 
are not directed as Paul was; that was spe- 
cial guidance in the time when apostles 
were inspired and revelations were given. 
This is an error on the other side. God 
does guide his missionaries today, as defi- 
nitely as he guided Paul, as instanced by 
Dr. Goforth’s experience mentioned in Ap- 
proach to the Lesson. God always guides 
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in accord with his Word, and men abiding 
in Christ will be safeguarded if they humbly 
look for guidance, and not be dogmatic in 
saying “God told me this,” till all the 
evidence is in that indicates that God did 
indeed guide. See Lesson Questions. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we busy about God’s business? Paul 
was. But we are not called to preach, as 
Paul was. No, but every Christian is called 
to be a witness to Christ and his saving 
grace; that is our chief business. 


Have we made Paul’s two great ambitions 
ours? They belong together. Read 2 Cor- 
inthians 5:9 and Romans 15:20 (in R. V. 
marg.). 

Do we attend church and prayer meeting 
regularly? Suppose Lydia had stayed home 
that day to entertain her company? 


Are we faithful in family worship? The 
Christian faith is a family faith, and the 
whole household should share the blessings 
and the responsibilities. 

Broadcast the Gospel! 
the increase. 


Are you expecting your pupils to be 
saved? Pray for the Spirit to open their 
heart. Teach salvation plainly and simply. 
They will give heed and accept. Expect it! 


Pray for Europe. For Spain, Italy, Ger- 
many, Russia, and all the nations. Pray 
for the evangelical missions there. Pray 
specially for the Belgian Gospel Mission 
in the loss of their first human leaders. 


Pray for revival in the Body of Christ. 
Only a mighty revival will avail to stem the 
advance of the social gospels and other false 
gospels and false hopes, and to answer the 
Macedonian calls. 


God will give 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Gospel for Europe and America be- 
gan in a women’s prayer meeting ; and ever 
since one of the greatest seurces of power 
for missions and soul-winning has been in 
women’s prayer meetings. 


Christian women, change those bridge 
clubs into Bible groups and prayer meet- 
ings ! ; 

God delights to start great enterprises 
with weak human instruments. 


Paul got his missionary principles from 
the written Word; thus did he test the 
visions that led him to Europe (Rom. 15: 
21; Isa. 52:15). 

Economic plans to help the poor may 
be good, bad, or indifferent; but the 
prophets of God are not called to preach 
social schemes, but the supernatural Gospel 
of grace, 


“Only five per cent of the missionaries 
are Modernistic,” said a noted Christian 
leader in defense of a great denomination: 
only two or three hundred “Christian mis- 
sionaries” pouring death-dealing poison into 
the souls of hundreds of thousands of men 
and women calling for help! 

Five and ten ministers eager to get every 
vacant pulpit in America, while hundreds 
of millions have never heard of Christ. 

The call is not, “Stay there and help us,” 
but, “Come over and help us.” * 


When we are in the pathway of God’s 
leading, there is a straight course toward 


the goal. 
Co.tumsi,, S. C. 
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Lesson for October 4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them sec 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT basic principle, underlying effec- 

tive Christian service, is incidentally 

illustrated in Paul’s “loosing from 
Troas”? 


2. How many persons, and who, evidently 
composed Paul’s party in crossing the A:gean 
Sea? 

3. Do Christians today have as definite calls 
to certain places of service as Paul had to 
Macedonia ? 

4. Is the command, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations,” given to all Christians? 

5. Who do you think was right in the dis- 
pute between Paul and Barnabas over John 
Mark? Why? 

6. Why was Paul forbidden to preach the 
Gospel in places that needed it? 

7. Name one or two remarkable features 
of the beginning of the Gospel in Philippi. 

8. Mention two or three of the divine 
factors in the conversion of Lydia, and two 
or three of the human factors or responsibil- 
ities. 


_ 9. What was one of the gifts of the Spirit 
immediately manifest in Lydia, the new con- 
vert? 

10. Can you mention seven conditions, or 
secrets of guidance for the believer? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 618 of this issue. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Angel Business.—The Spirit suf- 
fered them not (Acts 16:7). One of my 
favorite Psalms, probably because I am an 
exhibit for it, is the twenty-first. Espe- 
cially that third verse which begins, “For 
thou preventest? him with the blessings of 
goodness.” 

Here is a morsel to keep turning over 
in your consciousness. Say to yourself, 
“Old fellow, where would you be today 
if you had not been prevented by ‘the bless- 
ings of goodness’?” Perhaps graveyard, 
jail, or poorhouse would be holding you, 
if not something worse —the hospital for 
incurables, for example! 

As has been pointed out many times be- 
fore in this Corner, your angel took charge 
of you when you arrived here. As you 
grew up the Preventing Squad camped in 
your landscape. The Angel-of-the-Lord 
Department of the Heavenly Administra- 
tion has been doing all you wiil let it do 
for you (Matt. 18:10; Psa. 34:7). 

That is to say, if you are of small or no 
good in the world, if you are a liability in- 
stead of an asset to the home town, if your 
family would be much happier with your 
insurance than they are with you, all this 





1While “prevent” originally meant “go be- 
fore” or “meet,” yet the meaning changed with 
the years, and the lessons here brought out 
are in keeping with its present meaning.— 
Editors’ note. 
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is in spite of all the Angel-of-the-Lord De- 
partment can do. 

You see, you happen to be made in the 
image of God with a will of your own and 
have never been fortunate enough to make 
your will God’s. As Tennyson sings: 


Our wills are ours, we know not how; 
Our wills are ours to make them Thine. 


From that great day on the Damascus 
Road, Paul’s will had been solely God’s. 
Consequently, the Spirit had an easy job 
of preventing and guiding. Paul was be- 
ing led to the door which opened to the 
rich opportunity for Christianity to conquer 
Europe and points West, even Coatesville! 

Here’s a question for the “Heathen at 
Home” foreign missions objectors. Why 
send Paul to Europe when Asia was not 
converted? 


Helpfulness.—Come over ... and help 
(v. 9). “The Man of Macedonia” from the 
first century to the twentieth has been pray- 
ing and crying, “Come over and help!” 
When a fellow citizen gets into the place 
where he badly needs help I have noticed 
he is apt to pour his tale of woe into the 
ears of the Christian. I have often said 
to the secret society fellow who is “right 
up against it,” “Why don’t you call upon 
your fellow lodge members? The lodge 
has always had the first call upon you, and 
the church the last.” 

Of course I know why I am a weeping 
post and the place of last resort. I happen 
to be a Christian who always works at it. 

And right here is the convincing Chris- 
tian argument that no atheist can get over. 
The real Christian life is a life of helpful- 
ness that the whole world automatically 
confirms in its thinking and expression. I 
like that old Lord Shaftesbury story: 

Lord Shaftesbury was one of England’s 
most outstanding Christian laymen. A man 
was sent to the railroad to bring Lord 
Shaftesbury from the train. 

“How will I know his Lordship?” asked 
the man. 

“You will likely see a tall man helping 
somebody.” 

It was even so; that great and modest 
Christian nobleman was helping a humble 
North Country woman with two children 
out of the station on her way to her destina- 
tion. 


Street Preaching.—I have fully preached 
the gospel of Christ (Rom. 15:19). Yes, 
indeed, Paul, you surely did. And Paul 
did it anywhere and everywhere, in jail 
and out of jail, on Mars’ Hill and in Rome 
Alley, before the Captain and before his 
Judge, yes, and on the sea in the storm, 
and at the fire on the Malta shore. Some 
preacher, this man Paul! (Acts 20: 26, 27; 
a Cora: i.) 

One time when the late Dr. Stearns of 
Germantown had a class in the Coatesville 
Y. M. C. A., a mill man named Jesse Gross 
was heard to say as he came out, “That 
man talks about the Bible as though it was 
true.” That’s how Paul taught. 

I have a letter in the interest of a young 
minister who cannot find a church. It 
seems there are more ministers than there 
are livings. 

I told the man what I thought I would do 
if I were a minister without a charge. I 
would get me a soap box and go to street 
preaching. 

I would hope I might get some opposi- 
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tion and some heckling that I might have 
my wits sharpened, and any froth I might 
have on my message all blown off.. Froth, 
you know, is mostly entrained air and gas 
for which street preaching is a sure cure! 

Many successful preachers have had street 
preaching as a valuable part of their train- 
ing, and perhaps more preachers would be 
better heard and understood, and have more 
of the Demosthenes in them if the noisy 
traffic of the street had been for them the 
roar of the ocean waves. (Demosthenes, 
the great Athenian orator, strengthened his 
voice by reciting on the seashore.) 

I have a friend, one George Joly, a pros- 
perous Philadelphia merchant. When he 
was a salesman “on the road” he held Sun- 
day meetings for other salesmen and hotel 
people. When at home, during the noon 
hour, he would take a little phonograph and 
some hymn records and go to Independence 
Square, back of the hall holding the famous 
Liberty Bell, and mounting a box would 
tell the gathering group about him, the 
old, old story without any frills and fur- 
belows. 

If you ever try street preaching it must 
be done FULLY or your audience will walk 
out on you or hang you up by your heels. 
The street crowd, unlike a church congre- 
gation, stands for nothing but “the real 
stuff” ! 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference a be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each : readers are asked to 
limit to six the total any one 

Better Security than the Postman’s.— 
Go ye therefore (Golden Text). A post- 
man was telling me what a sense of security 
he felt in his work delivering the mail. 
“Why,” said he, “all the resources of the 
Government are pledged to support me in 
carrying on my work. If I have only one 
small post card in my bag, no man dares 
to molest me in its delivery. All the Fed- 
eral police powers of the United States 
would be thrown into action if necessary 
to secure the safe delivery of that post 
card.” And that led me to think how con- 
fidently you and I may set forth with our 
life, our personality, our equipment, such 
as it is, to deliver the flaming truth of the 
Gospel. The Word of our Lord is just as 
much for us today as it was for the dis- 
ciples, when he said: “AI! power is given 
unto me in heaven and earth. Go... and, 
lo, I am with’ you alway, even unto the 
end.”—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Whether Blind or Seeing.—Tiicy as- 
sayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit 
suffered them not (Acts 16:7). Some- 
body said to Fanny Crosby, the blind poet 
and hymn writer: “You never refer to your 
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affliction, in ‘your hymns, unless it is in the 
one entitled ‘All the Way My Saviour 
Leads Me.’” Her reply was, “I never 
thought of my affliction while writing that 
hymn; we need the Saviour to lead us even 
if we can see,” and the bright smile that 
played upon the face of the blind hymn 
writer revealed the fact that Christ was 
ever guiding her.—From “The Unexpected 
Christ,” by Louis Albert Banks. Sent by 
E. M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


God’s Purpose Undefeatable.—And a 
vision appeared to Paul in the night; There 
stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, 
saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help 
us (v. 9). When Henry M. Stanley went 
through Uganda on his way to find Liv- 
ingstone he met with a remarkable welcome 
from the king, because of a dream the 
queen had had of the white man’s coming. 
Staniey told the king about the great white 
world outside and of the white man’s God 
and Christ. They asked him to write to 
England for a missionary teacher, which he 
did, and the letter was entrusted to a 
young Frenchman of Stanley’s party who 
was going home. On the banks of the Nile 
he was murdered and robbed, and his body 
lay unburied on the hot, dry sand. Months 
afterward some English soldiers found the 
body. The letter from Stanley was found 
in his boots and was sent on to England, 
reaching London seven months later, where 
it was printed in the Daily Telegraph. The 
Church Missionary Society appealed for 
men, and soon seven young men were sent 
to King Mutesa’s land. So God’s purpose 
to give the Gospel to Uganda was fulfilled. 
—From “Children’s Missionary Story Ser- 
mons,” by Hugh T. Kerr, D.D. Sent by 
Mrs. T, E. Langford, Simcoe, Ont., Can. 


What Meant Most to Him.—Where 
prayer was wont to be made (v. 13). At 
the breakfast table, each of the family, even 
the tiniest one, who was but four years old, 
repeated a verse from the Bible. Then, 
joining hands as they stood around the 
table, they repeated together the Lord’s 
Prayer, closing with a few words of prayer 
by the father. A guest was much im- 
pressed by the scene. A few months later, 
he was in a university town where the eld- 
est son of the family was attending college. 
The man talked with the boy of his pleas- 
ant visit with his family, and then asked, 
“Would you mind telling me what you miss 
most, now that you are away from home?” 
Just for a minute the boy hesitated. It is 
not easy for a boy to speak his deepest 
thoughts. But after a little, he looked up 
directly into the eyes of his questioner, and 
answered: “I miss most the handclasp at 
the breakfast table. If I could feel the 
close grasp of my father’s hand, and repeat 
with them all the Lord’s Prayer, it would 
begin the day right, and nothing would 
matter then.” He halted a moment, then 
went on, his tones a bit husky. “The re- 
membrance of those breakfast scenes at 
home stand between me and more than one 
temptation. It’s what keeps me going 
straight.”"—From The King’s Business, 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Who Can Open It?—Whose heart the 
Lord opencd (v. 14). What a strange 
thing is the heart of man! Not long ago a 
man handed me, in sport, a purse with 
money in it and said, “Open it.” I turned 
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it over and over, end for end; tugged it 
now this way, now that; pressed what 
seemed to be one spring, pressed what 
seemed to be another; but it was too curi- 
ously and too cunningly contrived. It ab- 
solutely baffled me. Such is the heart of 
man. But it is worth the opening. The 
Son of God would like to get in, but it is 
shut hard and close and fast and double 
barred. I have gone round that heart in 
my stupid, blundering way. I have tried 
it here, and I have tried it there; and I 
have pushed here and touched the other 
place —reason, will, conscience, affection, 
love, fear, hate. God knows I have tried to 
touch all the springs about which I know, 
and have failed. Hand up your heart to 
God and say, “O God, do for me what 
thou didst for Lydia.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Ont., Can. 


‘Has God’s Book Arrived?”—But as it 
is written, To whom he was not spoken 
of, they shall see (Rom. 15:21). At one 
of the mission stations a lady missionary 
saw a strange African, clad in skins, come 
out of the long grass, leading a goat. She 
watched him with great interest, for he was 
not known to her. He came to the com- 
pound, tied his goat to a banana tree, and 
eagerly looked around. Then, seeing the 
white lady, he put aside his weapons and 
came to her with keen inquiry: “White 
lady, has God’s Book arrived in our coun- 
try?” “Are you interested in God’s Book?” 
she asked. “Yes,” he replied. “My son 
brought back these pieces of paper, and on 
them are the words of the Father of Cre- 
ation, and my boy has been teaching me 
these words: ‘God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son.’ I heard 
that God’s Book had arrived, and I have 
walked for five days, and have brought this 
goat in order to buy God’s Book.”—From 
The Evangelical Christian. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Elrod, S. D. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast many ways of guiding thy servants 
— sometimes by the voice of a friend, some- 
times by the inner voice, again by the written 
Word, and so also in visions of thine own 
sending. Thou dost turn us aside from our 
own hidden purposes, and thou dost call upon 
us to pass by much that we would like to do 
in thy service. Help us, we pray thee, to be 
very sensitive to thy voice, and may we be 
obedient to thy call wherever thou wouldst lead 
us. We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is often a zigzag 
or round-about road by which God leads 
his children. His guidance does not always 
take us in a straight line to what we 
thought would be our goal. Notice in our 

HRIST 


Is ALLING YOU? 
“GO YE, THEREFORE!” 














lesson today how, from one place to an- 
other, Paul and his friends were led, and 
how promptly they went on their way to 
Macedonia when they knew that God 
wanted them to go there. So often we ask 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 








Lesson for October 4 


then turn to our own schemes instead 
of listening to. the Spirit’s voice. How 
much we lose by knowing so much that we 
turn away from God’s plans for our lives 
instead of fitting in with his! Perhaps dur- 
ing this week we shall have many tests 
of our willingness to obey his voice, May 
we not fail to find and to do his will! Let 
us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Loosing from Troas. 
Discussion: In “laying aside every 
weight” how are we to determine what are 
“weights”? Face the question fairly. 
Objective: Clean hands for high and holy 
service. 











AY, fellows, I am convinced that a fel- 

low must “loose from Troas” before 
he will ever amount to much in the serv- 
ice of Jesus Christ. Of course, Paul the 
great apostle accomplished a great work 
in Asia Minor, but think how much more 
wonderfully the Lord used him after he 
left Troas. If Paul had not “loosed from 
Troas” we might not have that marvelous 
letter to the Romans; we might not have 
the joyous letter to the Philippians, or the 
Thessalonian and Corinthian and Colossian 
and Philemon Epistles. Some of the most 
thrilling chapters of Acts might have been 
left out. Just think what we would have 
missed if Paul had decided he could not 
risk “loosing from Troas” and crossing the 
7Egean Sea! Some have thought that if 
Paul had turned down the Macedonian call 
the Gospel would have spread eastward in- 
stead of westward, and China would be 
sending Christian missionaries to “heathen 
America and England.” 

There were plenty of reasons to hold 
Paul back. It would be breaking into an 
entirely different country, a country where 
there would be greater hostility te the Gos- 
pel; there was no background, no tradition, 
no prophecies, upon which to build. It 
would be cutting loose from protecting 
friendships in his own land, and burning 
the bridges behind him. But Paul had a 


vision of a man from Macedonia calling: - 


“Come over into Macedonia, and help us”! 
He believed it was of the Holy Spirit, and 
again he “was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19), and there- 
fore he “loosed from Troas” and made a 
“bee line” for Thrace. From that moment 
a series of events took place which changed 
the history of the whole world. 

Fellows, you have got to lay*“aside every 
weight” if you ever amount to anything for 
the Lord. I do not know what your 
“weight” is, but you do. It may be the 
skin-yellowing, air-fouling, ambition-dead- 
ening, heart-weakening, spirit-stifling ciga- 
rette. If it is, cast it off for a clean, clear- 
minded, Spirit-filled service to Jesus. It 
may be that your weight is the time-kill- 
ing, impure movie, with its subtle sugges- 
tions (if not outright presentation) of the 
baser activities of life. You know the movie 
barons defend the low grade of their pic- 
tures by saying the public demands them; 
that if they were to eliminate deceit, in- 
fidelity, -and the salacious “triangle” the 
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box office receipts would slump. So they 
add a moral lesson here and there to hood- 
wink. Christians, and serve up a mixture 
that fouls the mind and hangs the walls 
of the soul with pictures that would not 
be allowed in a decent home. If your weight 
is the movie, cut it; cut it clean and give 
yourself a chance to bring a pure mind to 
the Lord’s high service. 

Possibly your weight may be dancing, or 
bridge. Could you win a soul at a dance 
or a card game? Would you like the Lord 
to come while you are in such places of 
amusement? Then lay aside this weight, 
and set a straight course for Samothrace 
and Neapolis. You will find a new zest 
in the privileged service of the Lord Jesus, 
and high and holy achievement. 

It was because Paul had in every sense 
of the word laid “aside every weight” and 


“loosed from Troas” that he could say to. 


the Romans: “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reason- 
able service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and per- 
fect, will of God” (Rom. 12:1, 2). And 
to the Hebrews: “Wherefore seeing we 
also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight [loose from it!], and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith” (Heb. 12:1, 2). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 


Epitors’ Note.—Mrs. McClusky is well 
known to the Times Family as the author 
of that remarkable story of personal soul- 
winning, “The Ruby in the City Dump,” 
and also as the founder and director of 

The Miracle Book Clubs, a movement for 

Bible study by young people which is now 

reaching most of North America and 

more than fifty foreign countries. She 
begins here an every-week lesson article 
for teachers of girls’ classes. 
Help! 
ECENTLY a young girl said: “Oh, 
I’ve just helped a blind man ‘across 
the street. You can’t imagine what a 
thrill it was to lend him my eyes!” 

Sometimes a girl wishes she might have 
been a Joan of Arc or a Florence Night- 
ingale, but God has a greater task for 
each one who will hear his call. He needs 
to borrow your body, your soul, and your 
spirit. He needs you so desperately that 
he bought you, and paid a tremendous 
price for you. But he does not demand 
his purchase. He asks that you willingly 
give him that which rightfully belongs to 
him. He is not asking for slaves to help 
him, but for companions who will work for 
love. 

Since the Lord Jesus Christ has returned 
to Heaven and is praying for those who 
are his own, his body is in Heaven and not 
walking the streets of Galilee—but he 
needs to walk your streets. He needs your 
body, for his Spirit to use as he lives 
in you. Did you ever think of these words 
from God’s Book: 1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20; 
Galatians: 2: 20? 
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And why does God need your help? 
Because there are so many blind people 
who ‘need to be led to Christ that he may 
give them sight. The natural man cannot 
see the things of God (1 Cor. 2: 9-14). 
These blind people are fumbling around and 
cannot find the door to safety, to happi- 
ness in the heart of God. They are deaf, 
and have not heard that destruction is com- 
ing as surely as the flood came at the time 
of Noah. If you saw a man drowning, 
you'd give quick help in some way. All 
around you people are struggling in the 
sea of the world. Christ is the only Ark, 
the only Door, the only Saviour. He said: 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” 

Do you know what the Macedonians 
wished when they called, “Come over and 
help us”? They did not need some one 
to organize a church, or to tell them to 
clean up their bodies, or to be kind. They 
were lost, and they wanted to be led to the 
Saviour ! 

Don’t wait for spectacular tasks; let God 
work his miracles in and through you. 
Will you help by leading helpless blind 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 








THE *JACEDONIAN CALL 
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ones to their Saviour; by reflecting the 
Light of the world, so that those who have 
their sight, but have turned their backs 
upon the Light, may see the Lord Jesus 
in you? 

Come to the help of the Lord, and you'll 
help countless others to find the Door for 
which they fumble. Be sure of the Door, 
and you will surely help. 

Daily Home Readings: John 10; 1 Cor- 
inthians 1: 18-31; 1 Corinthians 8: 446; 1 
Timothy 2:5, 6; 2 Peter 1; 1 John 1; 1 
John 2, 

OakKLanp, CAL, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Use your paper doll, Paul, if you care to, 
in telling this lesson. If you can borrow 
a highway Stop and Go sign, or make an 
imitation one, set it up before the lesson, 
set at STOP. Give each child a little GO 
sign. 











AUL had a dream. How many of you 

ever had a dream? I think you all 
have had one, sometimes a bad one when 
you ate too much candy or cake. But this 
dream was different, God sent it to Paul, 
and in it he saw a man from Macedonia (a 
country where they had never heard the 
Gospel), a man he didn’t know, and the 
man had his arms outstretched, begging 
Paul to come over and help them. 

And Paul and Silas went, just as straight 
as they could, over to Philippi, the largest 
city in that part of Macedonia, and stayed 
there and preached to the people, telling 
them Jesus Christ had died for them. Many 
people believed him, and accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. 

Do you know that Jesus Christ told every 
person that believed in him to GO and tell 
other people? He did, but most of us do 
not do what he told us to do. We act just 
as if he had put up this STOP sign, and 
told us not to GO and preach the Gospel. 
We stay at home and do not go and tell 
heathen nations, and we do not even tell 
our next door neighbors. 

How many of you believe in Jesus Christ 
and have accepted him as your Saviour? 
Splendid! Then I think we had better 
turn this sign around to GO. Our Golden 
Text is something that the mother of Jesus 
said to the servants at a wedding, speaking 
about Jesus: ‘“Whatsoever he saith unto 
you, do it.” Now he says to us, GO. And 
every one of you boys and girls can tell 
another boy or girl about the Lard Jesus 
Christ before next Sunday. How many 
will GO? 

Mopesto, Cat, m 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for October 4) 


1. The principle of separation —‘“in the 
worid ... not of the world” (John 17: 11, 14). 
Paul had to “loose from Troas” before he 
could sail for Europe. 

2. Four: *Paul, Silas, Luke, and Timothy 
(Acts 15:40; 16: 1-3, 11. The “we” in v, 
11 indicates Luke, joined the 
party). 

3. In many instances. Almost every Spirit- 
led worker has had these experiences, some 
having many of them. 


the writer, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


4. Yes. Circumstances may make it im- 
possible for you to leave your home land, but 
if you are reaching the people in your own 
neighborhood, you are evangelizing part of 
the “all nations.” 


5. Probably both were wrong in the sharp 
contention they had over the matter. Prob- 
ably both were right in a measure in their 
judgment of the case. Barnabas pleaded for 
mercy and forgiveness; Paul pleaded for faith- 
fulness in dealing with those who shirked. 

Barnabas probably erred in going too far in 
his special characteristic of being generous- 
hearted, especially since it concerned his rela- 
tive. 

6. God had another plan for him then; it 
was the time to enter Europe, not the time 
to preach in those parts; another reason may 
have been that Peter was sent to some of 
those places; Paul also preached the Gospel 
in Asia later on. 


7. It began in a prayer meeting of women, 
a very humble and unpretentious beginning. 
The call had come from “a man of Mace- 
donia,” but the first preaching was to women, 
and the first convert was a woman. 


8. God provided the Gospel to be preached ; 
he guided Lydia and Paul to that place; he 
opened the heart of Lydia. Paul preached 
the Gospel; Lydia gave heed to the words; 
she accepted them, receiving Jesus Christ as 
her personal Saviour. 

9. Hospitality (Rom. 12: 13). 


10. 1. Full surrender to God’s will. 2. 
Knowledge of the will of God through study 
of the Bible. 3. Prayer. 4. Advice of wise 
and spiritual friends. 5. A decision in faith, 
weighing all the facts. 6. Trust the Lord 
to change circumstances at any point where 
it is not his will. 7. Commit the results to 
the Lord, when the course of action is carried 
out. 





a Children at Home 


The Blind Warrior's Vision 
By Clara B. Blair 


¢“\H, GRANDPA, tell me a story, 
please,” said Katharine. 

Grandpa. drew up a chair, and sitting 
down, asked, “What about another story 
of John Williams?” 

“That will be good, I know,” Katharine 
replied. 

“Then,” said Grandpa, “I will tell you 
what the old blind man saw.” 

“Blind people can’t see,” said the little 
girl. . 

“There are different ways of seeing,” 
Grandpa replied, “and I will tell you of one 
of them. On the island of Raiatea in the 
South Seas there lived a warrior named 
Me, who was the terror not only of his 
own island but of the neighboring islands 
as well. In the last battle fought before 
giving up heathenism he received a blow 
that made him blind. 

“Some time after losing his sight he be- 
came a Christian and was one of the first 
to become a member of the church that 
Mr. Williams established. And the way 
that poor, old, blind man did love that 
church and his eagerness to learn the Gos- 
pel were wonderful! He was seldom ab- 
sent. He would take hold of one end of a 
stick and some friend would take the other 
end and lead him to the chapel. Sometimes 
a child would lead him, sometimes a woman, 
and sometimes a chief or even the king him- 
self would be his guide. 

“That was not all he did. He attended 
the day school. These grown people had 
no one to teach them when they were chil- 
dren, and they were eager to learn now 
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even though they were grown up. This 
school began at six o’clock in the morn- 
ing. How would you like that?” 

“T wouldn’t get there on time,” Katharine 
answered. 

“Well, old Me got there and he listened 
to everything and tried to learn all he could. 
People very kindly read to him, and he 
was really very quick to learn, so he soon 
knew a surprising amount of the New Tes- 
tament. 

“One time Mr. Williams was away for 
some time, and the first Sunday he was 
back at Raiatea he missed the old man 
from the services. When he asked about 
him he was told that Me was very ill. 
Mr. Williams went to him at once and 
found him lying out in a shed away from 
the house. 

m ‘Me,’ he said, ‘I’m sorry to find you so 
ill. 

“Ts it really you?’ the old man asked. 
‘Do I really hear your voice? Now I shall 
die happy. I was afraid I should die before 
you got back.’ 

“One of the first things Mr. Williams did 
was to ask the old man if he had had plenty 
to eat. You see, it takes the heathen a 
long time to learn all the Christian graces, 
and one of the last things they learn is 
to care for the sick and helpless. The mis- 
sionaries have to watch that very closely. 
So now old Me answered that he had often 
been very hungry. 

“Why is that?? Mr. Williams asked. 
‘You have your own plantation.’ 

“*Ves.’ the old man replied, ‘but when 
I got sick the people who live with me 
took everything away from me, and at 
times I have been in great need.’ 

“Why didn’t you complain to some of 
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Lesson for October 4 


the chiefs or to the Christians?? Mr. Wil- 
liams ‘asked. 

““T was afraid the people would call me 
a tale-bearer and speak evil of my religion,’ 
the old man answered, ‘and I would rather 
go hungry or die than to give them cause 
to do that.’ 

“When Mr. Williams asked him who 
had come to read to him and to pray with 
him Me named a number. He said they 
did not come as often as he would have 
liked, but added, ‘Yet I am not lonely, for 
I have frequent visits from God, — God and 
I were talking together when you came in.’ 

“‘And what were you talking about?’ 
Mr. Williams asked. 

“‘T was praying to depart and be with 
Christ,’ he answered. 

“Then he told Mr. Williams he had been 
very unhappy that morning, but now he 
was happy again. When Mr. Williams 
asked him why, he answered: ‘I saw a 
great mountain with very steep sides. I 
tried to climb it, and when I was up quite 
a way I lost my hold and fell back down. 
I sat down to weep, and while I was weep- 
ing I saw a drop of blood fall on that 
mountain, and in a moment the mountain 
had melted away.’ 

“Mr. Williams asked him what he 
thought it meant, and he said: ‘That moun- 
tain was my sin, and the drop of blood 
which fell upon it was one drop of the 
precious blood of Jesus by which the moun- 
tain of my guilt must be washed away.’ ~ 

“Mr. Williams told the old man he was 
very glad that, though the eyes of his body 
were blind, he could see such glorious sights 
with the eyes of his heart.” 

“And did the poor old man get well, 
Grandpa?” Katharine asked. 

“No, Katharine,” Grandpa answered, “but 
he got something he wanted much more. 
He went to live with that Saviour, one 
drop of whose precious blood had melted 
away the mountain of his sin. The last 
thing the old warrior said was the verse, 
‘O! death, where is thy sting?’ (1 Cor. 15: 
55), and the poor, old, blind “warrior of 
Raiatea was gone.” 

WESTFIELD, IND. 
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How Did Christ Take Our Sins? 


(Continued from page 610) 


laid upon him means more than that Christ 
bore or carried our sins like a burden on 
his shoulders: it means that Christ was 
actually identified with our sins: our sins 
became part of himself, so that he might 
become part of the sinner in order that the 
sinner might be saved. This is set forth in 
that mysterious, wonderful statement: “For 
he [God] hath made him [Christ] to be 
sin for us, who [Christ] knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). That is “how” 
Christ took my sins upon him. “Who his 
own self bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness” (1 Pet. 2: 24). This 
tells us that Christ bore our sins, not upon 
his body, but 1n his own body. 

He took our sins so completely into him- 
self that he stood in the pia:e of the sin- 
ner in God’s sight. God’s righteousness 
must pronounce a judgment or curse upon 
sin: and that curse fell upon his~Son as 
the sinner’s Substitute. “Christ hath re- 
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struction. It was Sir Oliver Lodge, the 
eminent British scientist, who recently com- 


Afmented that practically every great scien- 


There can be Sepa on om 
and sin. So when pul ot on. 
took the sinner’s place, an ei Ags 


to be sin for us,” the fellowship between 
the Father and the Son was broken, and 
there came that agonized “orphaned cry” 
from the cross: “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27: 46.) 
God forsook his Son, the sin-bearer, so that 
he might not have to forsake all sinful 
mankind for all eternity. 

It has been said that, after the payment 
for our sins was made in full, God’s raising 
of his Son from. the dead was his receipt 
in full for this payment. God “raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead; who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification. Therefore be- 
ing justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 
4:24, 25; 5:1). 

An editorial in THe Sunpay ScHooL. 
Times last year, “How Can I Be Saved?” 
has been reprinted as a leaflet and some 
40,000 copies have been called for; it may 
be had from F. F. Richards, Waterford, 
Conn., at 10 cents a dozen copies, 50 cents 
per 100, or $2 per 500, postage extra. 

Useful books on. this subject are the 
following : 

Atonement in Type, Prophecy and Accom- 
lishment. By F. W. Grant (Loizeaux Bros., 19 


West Twenty-first St., New York City; cloth, 
$1; paper, so cents). 

Atonement and Law. By J. M. Armour, D.D. 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 843 N. 
Wells St., Chicago; cloth, $1.25; paper, 65 cents). 

The Power of Jesus’ Blood and Its Relation 
to Sin. By C. E. Putnam (Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, 30 cents). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 11. What? Me? A Missionary? Matt. 
28:19, 20; Rom. 10 : 13-15. 





Sunday, October 4 


Building a Christian World 
(Rev. 21:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:11-17) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—God’s in His world (Psa. 67 : 3-7). 

Tues.—The Christian in God’s world 
(Rom. 13 : 1-14). 

Wed.—Christ at work through his people 
(Eph. 4: 4-16). 

Thurs.—Leavening the land (1 Thess. 1: 
I-10). 

Fri—His servants serve him (Luke 22: 


24-27). 
Sat.—Men that change the world (Rom. 
I : 13-17). 











«SEN THE beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). 
And in the end it will be God who will 
create the new heavens and the new earth, 
about which we read in that portion of our 
Scripture lesson in Revelation 21. About 
all man has been able to do by his own 
effort is to spoil and wreck what God has 
created. ; 
Most of man’s scientific skill and achieve- 
ment sooner or later is misapplied to de- 


tific discovery of recent years has increased 
“man’s ability to destroy or injure his fel- 
low man. And, he concluded sadly, that 
it would have been better had some of these 
discoveries never been made. If we are 
to have a new world it will have to come 
down from above (Rev. 21:2), rather than 
be built up from below. 


we 

Nevertheless, there is a very real sense 
in which Christians may affect the world 
in which they live. Our second Scripture 
lesson in 1 Peter 2 reminds us that we 
are to be honest and sincere in all our 
dealings with others (v. 12); that we are 
to be zealous in good works so that others 
may glorify God because of us (v. 12); 
that we are to obey the laws, and thus 
give no cause for criticism from our fel- 
low men (vs. 13-15); that we are not to 
use our liberty in Christ as a covering for 
any kind of sin (v. 16); that we are to 
show proper respect to all men, and above 
all, to God (v. 17). 


ye 

However, it is important that we do 
not overlook the fact that although we are 
in the world, we are not to be of. the 
world. Peter makes this plain in our. 
Scripture lesson when he calls us “strangers 
and pilgrims” (v. 11). This does not mean 
that we are to hold aloof and say, “Well, 
this old world is going to the dogs. I 
will not do anything to hinder it.” The 
Lord Jesus told his disciples that they were 
to be the light of the world. He is of 
course the great light, but we, as his fol- 
lowers, are in turn to be light bearers, He 
told them that they were to be as salt, and 
salt has a preserving and sweetening effect 
wherever it is placed. 

Believers are temples of the Holy Spirit. 
God’s Word tells us that the Holy Spirit 
is the great restrainer and reprover of 
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evil. By their influence, Christians are 
to restrain the progress and influence of 
evil in this old world just as much and 
as long as they possibly can. 
no right to abandon the government of 
our town, or county, or state, or nation 
to unscrupulous or unprincipled persons. 
We have a Christian obligation to use our 
right of franchise to obtain, as far as is 
possible, righteous leaders, and through our 
representatives to further the passage of 
good laws and the enforcement of good 
government. We must not neglect our 
Christian duty to support all worth while 
efforts to maintain peace and right dealings 
between nations and races. 


ba 

But in. all this we are not to be misled 
by any false idea that we are rebuilding 
the world that will become better and bet- 
ter and better, until at length God’s King- 
dom shall be established on earth and his 
tabernacle shall be with men and he shall 
dwell with them. This condition can be 
brought about only by the personal return 
of the Lord Jesus and the setting up of his 
righteous Kingdom. Our greatest priv- 
ilege, meanwhile, is to witness for him and 
to seek to lead others to him, so that their 
hearts may be changed and their lives 
transformed. 

We can never have a Christian world 
until we have a world of Christians. No 
matter how good may be our laws or how 
excellent our leaders or rulers, not until 
men’s hearts are transformed by the power 
of God shall we have peace on earth and 
good will toward men. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the Internationa! Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 28 to October 4 


Mon.—Acts 16 : 6-15. Missions in New Fields. 
Prayer Succestions: “Help us.” The 
Scriptures represent the multitudes as 
“thirsty” and seeking “light.” Anti-Chris- 
tian leaders standing at the gate of God 
neither go in themselves nor allow those 
that would to enter. The .najority are as 
“sheep having no shepherd.” Every serv- 


We have 


ant of God has some one depending upon 
him for “help.” What responsibility! Are 
you responding to God’s call? Pray for 
the Philippine Islands Mission (Box 244, 
Zamboanga, P. I.). 


Tues.—Romans 15 : 18-27. 
Preaching Where Christ Is Known. 
Prayer SuGGestTions: “They that have 
not heard.” Many forms of “Christian 
work” are like building upon foundations 
laid by others, and like taking flowers from 
a neighbor’s garden to enrich our own, or 
ministering to the sick that already have 
competent physicians. “They that have not 
heard” are our especial parish. Preaching 
the Saviour we know to men to whom he 
is unknown brings us into the apostolic 
missionary succession. Pray for the “Gid- 
cons” (Christian Traveling Men’s Associa- 
tion, Paul A. Westburg, 202 S. State St., 
Chicago). 


Wed.—Exodus 3:1-10. The Burning Bush. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A flame of fire in 
a bush” (Acts 7:30). A heart aflame for 
God and for his cause comes from a vision of 
the bush aflame. God tries us severely ; but 
he never disappoints holy expectations, The 
place to see the bush aflame is Calvary on 
“the mountain of God.” The “backside of 
the desert” is a promising place to the 
eye of faith, God meets his people in the 
wilderness. The man who has seen a 
“burning bush” will have-a. burning heart. 
Pray for the Africa Inland Mission (373 
Carleton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.). 


Thurs.—Matthew $ « 32-38. 
The Missionary Challenge. 
Prayer SuGcestTions: “The harvest truly 
is plenteous.” The multitudes call forth 
priestly and prophetic ministries from every 
child of God. We must prevail in our 
praying for them before we can succeed in 
our preaching to them. Laborers for souls 
must always go to God before they dare to 
go out for God. World-wide evangelism 
on these Scriptural lines will win astound- 
ing triumphs in every field. Pray for the 
pioneer work of R. A. Jaffray, Makassar, 
Celebes, Dutch East Indies. 
Fri.—Romans 10 : 12-17. 
Missionary Responsibility. 
Prayer Succestions: “How shall they 
hear without a preacher?” To héar the 
Word, men must have a preacher of the 
Word. Ministers occupy in this world. the 
most responsible positions. Ten apostolic 
preachers right now would shake the world. 
“Without a preacher” in any community 


(Lesson for Oct. 4) Sept. 19, 1936 


means without light and without salvation. 
Every son of Adam needs to know, by the 
mouth of a living witness, the salvation of 
God provided for him in the “last Adam.” 
Pray for the Spanish Gospel Mission (P. 
J. Buffard, Valdepenas, C., Real, Spain). 


Sat.—Jonah 3: 1-5. Missionary Success. 

Prayer Sucacestions: “The people of 
Nineveh believed.” God sometimes gives 
to weak and weary workers embarrassing 
success. Many of the miraculous works of 
Christ were of this character. God employs 
unlikely instrumentalities in accomplishing 
wonderful works. As lightning uses a slen- 
der lead so God uses weak things to do a 
mighty work. Pray for the Gospel Fur- 
thering Fellowship (Geo. W. Rhoad, Di- 
rector. American address, 42 Ralston Ave., 
Upper Darby, Pa.). 


Sun.—Hebrews 11: 8-10. A Hero of Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Heirs... of... 
promise.” Heroes are made out of “the 
faith of the Son of God.” All who step 
out on the promises of God and have re- 
spect unto the “recompense of reward” will 
do valiantly. Every Christian has the alter- 
native of being either a hero or a zero. If 
you trust in yourself you will be a zero, 
but if you rely only upon the Lord you will 
be a distinguished Christian worker. Pray 
for The Scripture Memory Mountain Mis- 
sion (G. D. Franklin, Director, Hindman, 
Ky.). 
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